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B O N N E V I L L E  P O W E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

BPA is a federal power 
marketing administration 
headquartered in Portland.

BPA is part of the 
U.S. Department of Energy, 
but it is self-funded.

Congress created BPA in 1937
to market the power produced by
Bonneville Dam. 

BPA markets the largest supply 
of low cost, clean, carbon free 
energy in the nation.

BPA Overview
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Federal Columbia River Transmission System

Transmission System

Operating voltage     Circuit miles

1,000 kVéééééééé........... 

264*

500 kV éééééé......... 4,735

345 kV ééééééééé. 570

287 kV ééééééééé. 229

230 kV éééééééé.. 5,324

161 kV ééééééééé. 119

138 kV éééééééééé 50

115 kV éééééééé.. 3,556

below 115 kV éééééé...368

Total 15,215

*BPAôs portion of the direct-current 

intertie. The total length of this line 

from The Dalles, OR to Los 

Angeles, CA is 846 miles.

BPAôs transmission 

system contains more 

than 15,000 miles of high 

voltage Lines. 

Thatôs about 75 % of the 

high voltage grid in the 

Pacific Northwest.
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Flowgates and Paths
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Flowgates and paths consist of one or more transmission facilities that are 
operated in a coordinated manner and are monitored for congestion management



Planning
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Load Service Areas
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